A SHORT HISTORY OF OUR TIMES
when the British Gazette publish^! its last number, and they were free to return to their own newspapers.
The End of the Strike
The strike was called off on May 12, having lasted nine days. Sir Herbert Samuel, who had been chairman of die Royal Commission appointed earlier in the year, did notable service in building the bridge which offered the Trade Union Committee a way back without seeming to desert the miners, but there was no question that the strike had failed, and could only have been carried further if the leaders had been prepared to pursue it as a revolutionary movement, which was certainly not their intention or desire. But, though the other trades came in, the miners remained obdurate, and refused to accept the basis for renewing negotiations proposed by Sk Herbert Samuel and accepted by the Trade Union Council as good ground for calling off the General Strike. Under the uncompromising leadership of Mr. A. J. Cook, who refused all concessions and stood out to the last for a national agreement covering the whole trade and no extension of hours, they struggled on till the middle of November, when the odbaustioa r funds and their savings compelled them to accept die tnent's terms providing for district settlements, and the door open to an extension of hours. It was a s and devastating struggle which not only played havoc ~^al trade but inflicted great injury on industry i time when it was least able to bear it.
Schism
xal strike created another schism in the Liberal ding that it was a direct and most dangerous > the authority of Government and Parliament, d and the great majority of the Liberal leaders * support of Ministers and took an active part in be strike movement. But Mr. Lloyd George was mind, and notified his dissent by absenting himself ting of ex-Ministers at a critical moment, and Eter in which he said he could not see Ms way leclarations which condemned the General Strike, mg from criticism of the Government who are
<*i
